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Photos: Hong Kong skyline: Vivien Liu. May Chow: Calvin Sit.
Apartment Suite: Nic Gaunt. Donatella Versace: Rahi Rezvani

ON THE COVER
Dress, jewellery and
hairband by Gucci
Photo by Nic Gaunt
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ARCHITECT AND PHOTOGRAPHER VIVIEN LIU'S

(@VDUBL) GRITTY YET BEAUTIFUL IMAGES

OF HONG KONG’'S DENSE CITYSCAPE

ATTRACT A HUGE INSTAGRAM FOLLOWING.

SHE TAKES US ON A PICTORIAL TOUR OF

SOME OF HER FAVOURITE SITES AND SIGHTS
NEAR CENTRAL AND BEYOND
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From the older districts such as Sheung Wan (above) to the new like Tseung Kwan O (left), Hong Kong’s buildings tend to point in one direction - up
HBEE LR (LE) JFENGER (£8) & aENEENRES LA LRE
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rete cookie-cutter cubicles that make up the new town of Tin Shui Wai, developed in the 1980s

re packed into conci
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Left: Whampoa Gardens

is testament to the height
restrictions imposed on
Kowloon buildings before
Kai Tak Airport closed in
1998. Right: Washing dries
overnight in To Kwa Wan
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GROWING UP IN HONG KONG, | was
surrounded by high-density apartment blocks,
soaring office buildings and crowded streets. The
architecture didn't stand out in terms of good
design. Their matchbox style and cookie-cutter
shapes made the cityscape appear monotonous.
Designing these buildings seemed to offer little
room for creativity.

Since taking up photography, | see things
differently. People reacted to what | had thought
were utilitarian cityscapes in a way that | didn't
expect. The repetitive patterns of windows, the
towering concrete jungle and the gritty, pedestrian-
packed streets became a wonder to those who
have never visited or lived in such environments. |
then began to look at Hong Kong with fresh eyes,
scrutinising its details, lifestyles and traditions.
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Not only apartment blocks reach for the sky in Hong Kong: the Hill Road flyover in Shek Tong Tsui
BETLEEAEASERE ABENTERETNS

The photographs express my interpretation of beauty in Hong Kong. | try to amplify or filter
features so the viewer can immerse themselves in the work, and imagine what it’s like to live here.
In the process, | learn the value of our culture through capturing its beauty. The need to preserve
what makes our city unique becomes more important to me.
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Photography allows me to recognise the potential for good design through observing
and experiencing the city. For example, | see the advantages of living in a compact
environment as sustainability becomes more critical. Hong Kong can be a case study for
living and travelling efficiently. So many over-crowded, overly commercial and repetitive
buildings inspire me as an architect to try to make a difference in any space.
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Vivien Liu (below) captures her home town from the ground up, and captivates an international following
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